26 DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

" Liberty, in the sense it regularly bears in
medieval Latin, is a right, by way of monopoly,
custom, or otherwise as it may be, to get all you can
out of somebody."l

It is therefore only necessary for me to consider
how far modern ideas of individual liberty imply,
or at any rate do not exclude, a condition which
may be all the more servile because it is not openly
recognised as such. To my mind the one vital
security to liberty is the ownership of any property,
even if the property be small. Economic inde-
pendence does not necessarily depend on earning
power, as Mr Belloc has pointed out in his Servile
State.2 It depends on the conditions under which
the earning power is exercised, and these conditions
may either not admit of saving money or may
destroy the incentive to save. Mr Belloc considers
that the best foundation for the liberty of the
proletariat is a free peasantry, and certainly the
examples which he gives of France and Ireland bear
out what he says :

"In France the many experiments which else-
where have successfully introduced the Servile
State have Been contemptuously rejected by the
populace, and (most significant!) a recent attempt
to register and to 6 insure 5 the artisan as a separate
category of citizens has broken down in the face of
an universal and a virile contempt." 8

Mr Booker Washington was keenly aware of the
same truth. He wanted to educate the negroes and
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